Literally Clueless
A skit for two players and some audience volunteers
By Anne Lemay (c.2007)

In which some tarts go missing and a mystery is solved ...

Characters
(in order of appearance)

The Queen of Hearts, who is a typical queen in every way except that she bakes tarts
Agapantha Kitty, the queen’s handmaid, who writes mystery novels on the side
Charlotte, a remarkable spider who has a talent for spinning words
Detective Drew, the dog detective who has snuffed — er, sniffed out many a solution
King Nate the Great, a.k.a. The King of Hearts

Time & Place: Recently in the Queen’s Palace

Scene 1

At Rise: The Queen enters in an agitated state.

Queen: They’re gone! They’re gone! Someone stole my tarts!

Agapantha Kitty! [ need you at once! (shouts) A-GA-PAN-THA!
Agapantha:  Yes, your majesty! I’m here!
Queen: Someone stole my tarts! Someone stole the tarts that I made for the king!

Agapantha:  Oh, your majesty, that’s terrible! Er... begging your majesty’s pardon,
but what’s a tart?

Queen: What’s a tart?!! What’s a tart?!!
What kind of a royal handmaiden are you, anyway???

Agapantha:  One who writes mystery novels on the side, your majesty?
Queen: Then here’s a mystery to solve: Find my tarts!
Agapantha: It would be easier to find if [ knew what a tart was.
Queen: Oh, all right! A tart is a little pie.

Agapantha:  Oh, a pie! I getit.

Queen: No, you don’t. You haven’t even started looking yet.



Agapantha:

Queen:

Agapantha:

Queen:

Agapantha:

Queen exits.

Agapantha:

Can I help you make some more?

No! You can’t! Tused the secret royal recipe, and that dreadful thief stole
the recipe, too, right out of the royal recipe box! Oh, woeful day!

It was the “Tart du Jour,” too!
Oh, dear. I’m dreadfully sorry, your majesty.
Don’t just be sorry — DO something!

I’ll get on it right away, your majesty.

Oh, my! No more pie!
Now we’re in a pickle.
Who would take the Queen of Hearts’ tarts?

A tiny voice is heard:

Charlotte:

Agapantha:

Charlotte:

The knave of hearts?
Who said that? (to audience) Did you?

No, not them — me!

Charlotte the Spider enters.

Agapantha:

Charlotte:

Agapantha:

Charlotte:

Agapantha:

Charlotte:

Agapantha:

Charlotte:

Who are you and where did you come from?

I came from my web. My name is Charlotte. What is yours?

Agapantha Kitty, at your service. Or, rather, at the Queen’s service.
I am her maid, but I write mystery novels on the side. Perhaps you’ve

read some of them? My pen name is Agatha Kitty.

I can’t say I’ve had that pleasure. Are they any good?

Very good! I was nominated for the CaldeKitty Award for Excellence!

Did you win it?
Alas, no.

Well, then. I’m sure you deserved it nonetheless.



Agapantha:

Charlotte:

Agapantha:

Charlotte:

Agapantha:

Charlotte:

Agapantha:

Charlotte:

Agapantha:

Charlotte:

Agapantha:

Charlotte:

Agapantha:

Charlotte:

Agapantha:

Charlotte:

Agapantha:

Thank you. I believe I did.

It should not be difficult, then, for you to discover who stole the Queen of
Hearts’ tarts, should it?

Solving a real crime is way different from writing a mystery!
I always know whodunit before I start writing.

Whodunnit? Oh, you mean, ‘who did it?’
Well, you know what it says in the rhyme.

Leave them alone and they’ll come home dragging their tails behind
them?

No, not that thyme! Listen: I’ll recite it for you:

The Queen of Hearts,

She made some tarts

All on a summer’s day.

The knave of hearts,

He stole those tarts

And took them clean away.
Then it’s the knave of hearts who stole the tarts!
(nodding) And took them clean away. It bears looking into.
Bears? I thought they ate porridge, not tarts!
No, not that kind of bears. I said, “...bears looking into,"
which here means it would be a good idea to solve the crime
by interviewing the suspects.
You mean we have to talk to the knave of hearts?
Precisely!
There’s one problem with that. I don’t know where to find him.
Then we need some help. It’s time to hire a detective.
How do we do that?

The 4-1-1: Use your cell phone to call directory assistance.

Brilliant idea! I’ll be right back!



Agapantha exits.

Charlotte:

Well. It appears that we are well on our way to solving the mystery of the
missing tarts. I think I shall put a clue in my web. (fo audience)
You won’t tell, will you? Shhh! It’s a surprise!

Charlotte exits.

Dog enters and looks around, using a magnifying glass.

Dog:

Hmm. Hmmmm. Hmmmmmmmmm. Very interesting.

Agapantha enters.

Agapantha:

Dog:

Agapantha:

Dog:

Agapantha:
Dog:
Agapantha:
Dog:
Agapantha:

Dog:

Agapantha:
Dog:
Agapantha:

Dog:

Oh, you’re here at last!

Madam, it’s been less than three minutes since you phoned.
What do you mean ‘at last?’

I mean the Queen will have my head if I don’t solve this mystery pronto.

Detective Drew, here, at your service.
Nancy’s cousin, in case you’ve heard of her.

Nancy Drew?

The very same. Now, at what hour was the crime perpetrated?
Huh?

When did the tarts go missing?

Well, they weren’t there when the Queen looked for them.

(taking notes) Tarts missing when Queen searched.
Were there any witnesses in the vicinity?

Huh?
Did anyone see the tarts?
The Queen did.

Anyone else?



Agapantha:

Dog:

Agapantha:

Dog:

Agapantha:

Dog:

Agapantha:

Dog:

Agapantha:

Dog:

Agapantha:

Dog:

Agapantha:

Dog:

Agapantha:

Dog:

Agapantha:

Dog:

Agapantha:

I don’t know, but Charlotte said something about the knave of hearts.

Aha! Two clues! We must interrogate this Charlotte person
and the knave of hearts! Now, where can we find them?

Isn’t it your job to find them?
Just how experienced are you, anyway?

Oh, I have lots of experience snuffing — er, sniffing things out!
Just last week I cracked the code that captured the Stratemyer Syndicate.
Perhaps you read about that one in the papers?

No, I missed it. What happened?

The Stratemyer family drew up a map of hardy locations to stash the
stolen goods. It took a keen eye and lots of digging to solve that one!

You must have been bone tired when you were done!
All in a day’s work, ma’am, all in a day’s work..
You’ve got to have a nose for this job and an eye like a camera.

I see it and I remember it. Click!

Hmm, that reminds me of something ... well, never mind.
You’d better click your heels three times and get cracking on this mystery.

Right. (pulls out a notebook) Can you describe the missing tarts?
No. I never saw them.

Er ... what exactly is a tart, anyway?

It’s a little pie.

Oh, my. No more pie.

Exactly.

Can you tell me what flavor?

I never thought to ask.

Don’t worry. It’s a crusty matter, but we’ll get to the bottom of it.

Unless someone already did ...



Dog: What’s that?

Agapantha:  Well, perhaps the pies — er, the tarts — are missing because
somebody ate them!

Dog: Oh. That’s a distinct possibility. The question is ... who?

Agapantha:  Oh, you’re no help!

Dog: I beg to differ. (optional: begs like a dog and pants) Now, I am sure that
if we speak to the witnesses, we will discover more clues. First, this
knave — who and where is he?

Agapantha:  Thaven’t a clue.

Dog: (looks at Agapantha): 1know.

Agapantha:  Literally. I’'m clueless. I don’t even know what a knave is.

Charlotte speaks from her web.

Charlotte: Perhaps I can be of assistance.

Dog: (immediately on the alert)

Who said that???
Don’t worry, everyone, I’ve got everything under control!

Nobody will get away with anything here, including the tarts!

Charlotte enters.

Charlotte: As I was saying, perhaps I can be of assistance.

Dog: And you are ...?

Charlotte: My name is Charlotte, Detective Drew, | am very pleased to meet you.
Dog: (checks notebook) Charlotte, eh? Yep — you’re on my list!

Now, what can you tell us about the tarts?
Charlotte: I can’t tell you a thing about the tarts. I didn’t see them.
Dog: Then what can you tell me?

Charlotte: I can tell you what a knave is.



Agapantha:

Dog:
Charlotte:
Dog:

Charlotte:

Dog:

Agapantha:

Dog:

Agapantha:

Dog:

Agapantha:

Charlotte:

Dog:

Charlotte:
Dog:
Charlotte:
Dog:

Charlotte:

Dog:

Oh, good! I was wondering how we would solve that little mystery.
And what, exactly, is a knave?

A knave is a male servant.

How do you know that? Why couldn’t it be a female servant?

It can’t be a female servant because the dictionary defines a knave
as a male servant.

Aha! Then the butler did it!

We don’t have a butler.

Aha! The plot thickens!

Sounds like a lot of gravy to me!

A grave situation, indeed. It reminds me of the time the Stratemyer
Syndicate tried to ...

Enough of your stories! The Stratemyer Syndicate is not going to help
us solve this mystery!

Indeed.

Well, then, I will save that tale for a dark and stormy night.

Now, it appears that you found a clue in something called a ... (checks
notebook) ... a dictionary!

That’s correct.

And where did you find this dictionary?

It was lying on a table in the royal study.

Aha! Lying! That’s perjury!

Not quite. It was lying on a table in the royal study, which here means
that it was in use by someone who had left it open.

Aha! The Clue in the Royal Study! When we find out who used that
dictionary we will be closer to solving this crime!



Agapantha:

Charlotte:
Dog:
Charlotte:

Agapantha:

Charlotte:

Dog:

Charlotte:

King enters.

King:

Charlotte:
Dog:
Charlotte:

Agapantha:

King:
Agapantha:

King:

Dog:

King:

Isn’t it logical to expect that if the dictionary was in the royal study, then it
belongs to the Queen?

Not necessarily. It could belong to the King.
The King?
Indeed.

But - I thought the King called for the tarts. That’s what it says in the
rhyme. That’s what you said.

“The King of Hearts called for the tarts,” which here means that he asked
the Queen to bake them.

The Clue in the Nursery Rhyme! We’ll get to the bottom of this pie
puzzle yet! We must run and find the king ...

It appears that the King has found us. Welcome, your majesty!

Greetings, greetings. [ don’t believe we’ve had the pleasure of meeting?
King Nate the Great, here.

My name is Charlotte. This is Detective Drew —
Nancy’s cousin!
- and Agapantha Kitty, the famous mystery writer.

My pen name is Agatha Kitty. Perhaps your majesty has read some of my
books?

I’ve read them all! Ilove mysteries, and read one every night.

Oh, your majesty! Thank you! I am honored.

(to Dog) And you are a detective? How interesting! I would much prefer
being a detective to being king, but I didn’t have much of a choice, you
know.

Perhaps your majesty could help us solve a mystery now.

I would love to! What are the clues?



Agapantha:

Dog:
King:
All:
King:
All:

King:

Agapantha:

King:

Dog:

King:

Agapantha:

King:

Agapantha:

Dog:

King:

Agapantha:

King:
Dog:

King:

Agapantha:

The Queen of Hearts made some tarts all on a summer’s day.

And the tarts are missing! Tarts are little pies, in case you didn’t know.
Oh. Idid know. I also know what happened to the tarts.

You do????

Why, yes. I ate them.

You did????

Well, yes. That’s what they’re for! That’s why I called for them!

Y our majesty, the Queen thinks that they are missing.

She does? Oh, dear. Well, I’ll explain to her, but I have another problem
— also sort of a mystery.

I’m all ears!

Unfortunately, something else is missing.

The royal recipe?

How did you know?

The Queen was looking for it.

When was it last seen?

When I was eating the tarts!

If you already had the tarts, why did you need the recipe?
Well, it was a dark and stormy night ...

I’ve heard that one before!

... and I was reading a mystery novel — one of yours, to be exact —

I’'m honored, your majesty.



King:

Charlotte:
King:

Dog:

Agapantha:

King:
All:

Charlotte:

Eating the tarts made me thirsty, so I went to the Royal Kitchen for some
milk, and I couldn’t manage the milk and the book and the tarts — so |
needed a bookmark.

Oh, dear.

(nodding) Yes. 1picked up the royal recipe card and stuck it in a book.

Aha! The mystery is solved! The royal recipe is in the book you were
reading!

So all we have to do is find the book! That’s easy.
Unfortunately ... it was a library book. Ireturned it to the library.
Oh, no!

Oh, dear! Well, perhaps I can help. Can you see my web? I’ve put a clue
there for you.

All look up to Charlotte’s web.

Agapantha:

Dog:

Agapantha:

King:
Dog:

King:

Agapantha:

Charlotte:
Dog:
Charlotte:

King:

Agapantha:

Y-N-K?

Yink?

Or would it be “ink?” What kind of clue is that?

Y-N-K — “you never know” — brilliant!

You Never Know? How did you know that?

I have a Royal Blog. You never know, after all. People do read blogs.
How is this clue going to help us?

It is going to help by sending you in the right direction.

Which direction would that be?

It is going to send you to the library.

As I'said, a brilliant idea! You can learn anything you need to know at the
library!

Perhaps we can find the royal recipe card!



Charlotte:

Perhaps, if it doesn't turn up, we can ask a librarian. You never know —
librarians are really good at finding clues on the Internet. They have
ways, you know ... and you may also find this useful.

Charlotte hands a flyer to the King.

King:

Agapantha:

Dog:

King:

Agapantha:

Dog:

Charlotte:

(reads) Get a clue @ your library ... why, it’s a summer reading program!
This sounds excellent!

A reading program about mysteries — what fun! You can earn prizes just
by reading books for fun. I like this!

Aha! Here is another clue: Y-N-K: a reading program for teens. This
will be a revealing summer of reading. There are special events to attend
for readers of all ages — even the ones who are too young to read on their
own.

I, King Nate the Great, will issue a royal decree that all children should
enroll and spend some time reading during the summer months!

Now, are we ready to visit the library and solve our little mystery?
Definitely! I’'m ready to learn more about the reading program, too.

I’ll lead the way!

We're off to Get a clue at the library — because "You Never Know!"

kksk

The End



Production Notes

Stage
The action may take place on a proscenium stage or in a makeshift stage area on
the same level as the audience. It is helpful if there are at least two places to enter and
exit. One of these may be through an aisle in the audience. If a stage is not used, the
characters should enter and exit from a convenient door or from behind a curtain or
screen. A makeshift screen can be made by hanging a full-sized sheet over a coat rack or
standing chalkboard.

Props

Few props are needed for this skit, and most of them are optional. The Queen of Hearts
may carry a scepter, if desired. Agapantha Kitty could carry one of her books, but it isn't
necessary. Charlotte should have a web, which is really part of the scenery, and a library
flyer that announces the summer reading program. The Dog could carry a magnifying
glass. The King could carry a book, since he is an avid reader.

Costumes

The Queen of Hearts should wear a crown with one or more hearts on it. A cape or robe
is optional, but could either be red in color and/or be decorated with additional hearts.
Agapantha Kitty may wear a headband with triangle "cat" ears. Whiskers may be
drawn on her face with a makeup pencil.

Dog, a.k.a. Detective Drew, could wear some sort of "Sherlock Holmes" cap. Long ears
could be added on each side. A traditional baseball cap would suffice if a "Sherlock
Holmes" cap is not available.

Charlotte may be played by an actor wearing a spider puppet on one hand or carrying a
spider puppet (or even a spider made from construction paper) on a string. Another
option is for the actor to wear black and provide a cape with two pairs of black stockings
sewn or stapled on to it (the stockings should be stuffed with something like newspaper
to make them look like Charlotte's additional legs).

King Nate the Great should wear a crown.

Recruiting Volunteer Actors

The best parts for volunteer actors to take on in this skit would be the Queen of
Hearts, Charlotte, and King Nate the Great.

Make the volunteer actors a part of the show! Volunteers may be recruited ahead
of time by contacting the performance site (see below), or may be chosen on the spot
from the audience. Introduce the volunteer actors to the audience before the show starts,
saying something like,

“We wanted to do this show for you, but we didn’t have enough people to act in
it,buthereare ~ and  who are willing to step in.”



Transform them into the characters right then and there, by bringing out costumes
and prop items from a special box or bag or trunk, appropriately decorated for the show.
This will give the audience a chance to get their initial giggles out ahead of time so that
the action moves more smoothly during the actual performance.

Kids love to see their teachers and especially the school principal take on a role,
so if possible ask for your volunteers when you book the appointment. Send a copy of
the script ahead of time, but let them know that they will be able to carry the script with
them onstage and that the role will be easy and lots of fun.

Some tips to help your volunteer actors:

Highlight the part in the script to make it easy for them to find their lines.
Assign the smaller parts to volunteers.

Be ready to cue any missed lines or entrances — keeping in character, of
course!

Invite someone in authority to play an unexpected part for surefire laughs

kg

Permission is given for nonprofit organizations to reproduce this script for performance
in schools and public libraries, but it may not be reproduced or stored in any format,
electronic or otherwise, or published in any other publication, in print or electronically,
without the prior written permission of the author.

sksksk
For more information about performing skits and/or adapting them to your special needs,
please refer to the author’s book, Dog Days & Winter Ways: Skits to Promote Reading
All Year Long (Highsmith Press, 1994), available online through Amazon.com's used
booksellers (where the author was surprised to see a new copy listed at $74.05 and an ex-
library copy listed at $75) or by contacting the author (recommended), who has a stash in
the built-in armoire of her Victorian house. You may reach the author at Franklin
Township Library, where she serves as Head of Youth Services. Franklin Township
Library is located at 485 DeMott Lane, Somerset NJ 08873 (732-873-8700 ext. "#103" or
ainerae(@yahoo.com).



